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Hello my name is Elizabeth Cox, but please call me Beth. 1
am fifteen years old and have lived in Canberra, the capital
city of Australia, for my whole life. There are about 365, 000
people living in Canberra which makes it a very small city by
Australian standards, but the small population is actually
very understandable because Canberra is only one hundred
years old.

I am the youngest of a family of eight — my mother, father,
three older sisters and two older brothers. My family means a
lot to me and I will always stand up for them and love them,
and I believe that they will do the same for me. Living
without my family for a year will be a difficult experience for
me, but I know that when I go back to Australia I'm going to
miss my host families just as much. Coming from such a big
family has meant that I have become very used to having
people constantly around me and also having people
constantly able to help me with something. I aim to act
towards other people the way that my family treats me —
with kindness, honesty and loyalty.

I have seven pets at my house. I have a dog called Kirei, five
chickens, and a duck called Henry. Out of my five siblings,
only three currently live with me, with one sister living with
her husband and one of my brothers living abroad in Canada.
I have been studying Japanese since I was in kindergarten.
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Japanese language and culture have a very large influence in
my life and I have befriended many Japanese people who
have also greatly influenced the decisions I make and the
person I have become. As my grandmother is a Japanese
teacher, I have had a lot of assistance in learning Japanese to
the point that I am confident enough to hold conversations in
Japanese (however basic they may be!).

To get to school I have to catch a bus at 8:00 in the morning,
and then I catch another bus home in the afternoon. In my
spare time I like to read, sing, write, hang out with my friends
and watch TV. I'm not a very sporty person, but my favourite
sport is basketball.

I am in my school choir. We rehearse twice a week on
Mondays and Tuesdays at lunchtime and sometimes we
rehearse for a couple of hours on Sundays too. I really enjoy
being in the choir and one of my favourite things about being
in choir is going on music tour. On music tour, all of the
ensembles — jazz band, senior band, junior band, the string
ensemble, the guitar ensemble, the chamber group and the
choir — go to a city in Australia where we perform in different
places throughout the city. Every second year, the music tour
goes to Sydney for a weekend, and in the other years they go
to a different city for an entire week. This year the music tour
went to Melbourne for a week in October where they
performed at the zoo, in federation square and at
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