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' My Journey to Takayama |
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| was born in Sydney in 1972. When | was six years old, my
parents decided to return to the United States. We moved to
Syracuse, a small city in New York State. Syracuse is about
three hours away from Niagara Falls and about five hours
away from New York City.

In 1989, | was a Rotary exchange student in Iceland. Iceland
is a very small country with only 300,000 people. It is famous
for its beautiful scenery. At the end of my year in Iceland, the
Rotary Club organized a three—week tour of Europe. We
traveled to 11 different countries. One of the highlights was
meeting Pope Johannes Paulus Il at the Vatican.

When | returned to the United States, | began my studies at
Ambherst College. Joseph Hardy Neesima attended Amherst
in the late 1800s. When he returned to Japan, he founded
Doshisha University in Kyoto.

At Amherst, | studied Spanish, French and German. After
graduating, in 1995, | traveled and did volunteer work in South
America. | visited many countries including Chile, Bolivia,
Peru and Argentina. | also spent one year in Paris studying
French.

In 2001, | met my wife, Keiko Kato, at Salamanca University
in Spain.  Salamanca is famous because Christopher
Columbus visited there before traveling to America.

Before moving to Japan, we lived in Boston, where | worked
as an interpreter at several hospitals. | also worked as a
Spanish and French professor at two small colleges.

My wife and | have been living in Takayama since 2009.
We teach English to local companies and businesses. If we

can be of serice to

you, please let us
know.
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